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1 . JANNIE DE WET, COMMISSIONER GENERAL FOR THE INDIGENOUS 
PEOPLES OF SWA, ANNOUNCED MAY 7 THAT AN "UNPOPULATED" 
KILOMETER- WIDE SECURITY ZONE WILL BE ESTABLISHED ALONG 
OWANBO S BORDER WITH ANGOLA. SPEAKING TO THE OWAMBO 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL MEETING IN ONGWEDIVA, DE WET SAID THAT 
ALL PEOPLE LIVING IN THE ZONE WOULD BE ASKED TO MOVE. DE 
WET WAS REPLYING TO A MOTION OF OWAMBO CHIEF MINISTER 
KORNELIUS NDJOBA WHO REQUESTED THAT STEPS BE TAKEN TO END 
THE ATTACKS IN THE HOMELAND WHICH REPORTEDLY HAVE 
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2. THE QUESTION OF A SECURITY ZONE WAS FIRST OFFICIALLY 
RAISED BY THE OWAMBO CABINET IN LATE 1975 (REFTEL) AND LED 
TO SOME HEDGING BY SWA AND SAG OFFICIALS ABOUT IF, HOW, 

AND WHEN REMOVALS WOULD TAKE PLACE. IN A FAIRLY RECENT 
STATEMENT DE WET, IN FACT, SAID NO SUCH ZONE WOULD BE 
ESTABLISHED BECAUSE OF THE DISLOCATION AND EXPENSE IT WOULD 
INVOLVE. IN THE MAY 6 STATEMENT, HOWEVER, HE SAID PEOPLE 

TO BE MOVED WILL RECEIVE COMPENSATION AND OTHER ASSISTANCE. 

3. COMMENT: DETAILS OF SECURITY ZONE HAVE NOT YET BEEN 
ANNOUNCED, BUT IT APPEARS THAT IT WILL BE ESTABLISHED ONLY 
IN OWANBO, WHERE GUERRILLA ACTIVITY HAS BEEN TAKING PLACE 
FAIRLY REGULARLY. FYI. REPORTS INDICAT THAT SINCE 
AUGUST 1975, AT LEAST 17 OVAMBOS HAVE BEEN KILLED, 21 
PERSONS ABDUCTED, AND 10 SHOPS ROBBED IN THE TERRITORY. 

END FYI. WITHOUT FURTHER INFORMATION IT IS IMPOSSIBLE 

TO ESTIMATE HOW MANY PEOPLE MAY BE MOVED, BUT EARLIER 
ESTIMATES PUT THE NUMBER BETWEEN TEN AND TWENTY THOUSAND. 
THE AREA ALONG MUCH OF THE BORDER IS FAIRLY DENSELY POPULATED, 
AND REMOVALS WILL HAVE TO BE DONE VERY CAREFULLY IF OPEN 
RESISTANCE IS TO BE AVOIDED. 

BOWDLER 
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